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Hiring picks up in Aug after
5-month fall: IT stays weak

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, September 2

THEJOBMARKET showed early
signs of revival in August with
the foundit hiring index rising
5% month-on-month after
falling for five consecutive
months. Despite the rebound,
theindexremained 18% below
its February peak.

Akeytrendwasthewidening
gap between IT and travel &
tourism hiring. Travel & tourism
remained one of the strongest-
performing industries through
much of 2026 with hiring grow-
ing 22% in August. The sector
was supported by the recovery
in domestic and international
travel, capacity expansion in
hospitalityandaviation,and ris-
ing demand for digital and rev-
enue-managementroles.

In contrast, IT hiring con-
tinued to lose momentum
through 2026. Growth was
particularly strong at the
beginning of the yearbut weak-
ened sharplyoverthe following
months, with hiring slowing
further in July and August.The
report attributed the broader
slowdown to a cyclical correc-
tion in traditional technology
services even as demand con-
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M Travel & tourism industry
recorded strongest hiring
growth of 22% in August

m Overall, only five of the 27
industries tracked by foundit
saw annual hiring growth

RISHI RAJ

INHER NEW ROLE AT OPENAI, DEVANATHAN WILL
HAVE TO BUILD PARTNERSHIPS THAT MAKE THE |
PLATFORM RELEVANT TO LOCAL MARKETS | / s

SANDHYA DEVANATHAN: VP-DESIGNATE FOR SOUTH EAST ASIA & AUSTRALIA, OPENAI

and was involved in e-commerce ini- anotherlayer — the ability to build

tiatives across Southeast Asia. In platforms and ecosystems at enor-

tinued for newer technology
and specialised skills.

The Augustrecoverywasled
byafew pockets of thejobmar-
ket rather than a broad-based
improvement.Overall,only five
of the 27 industries tracked by
founditrecorded annual hiring
growth. Healthcare and
pharma grew 16% year-on-
year,while real estate and con-
struction and engineeringalso
recorded growth of 10% and
5%, respectively. Sectors like
BPO, retail and logistics and
transportation declined 13%,
18% and 229%,respectively.

The hiring index started the
year on a strong note but
remained subdued thereafter.
From 377 in January, the index
rose sharply to 404 in February
— its 2026 peak — before
declining to 385 in March, 370
inApril, 348 in May,331inJune
and 314 in July. It recovered
slightly to 330 in August.

At the same time, hiring has
also become more selective.
Demand for professionals with
7-10 years of experience rose
10% in August, while hiring for
thosewith O-3yearsfell 9%and
for those with more than 15

years fell 11%. This suggests
strongerdemand for mid-career
professionals, while hiring
remains weak for entry-level
and senior professionals.

According to foundit, the
labour market is moving away
from volume hiring towards
more targeted recruitment.
“The market is evolving from
volume-drivenrecruitment to
capability-led workforce plan-
ning,where domain specialisa-
tion, digital fluency and
applied Al expertise define
employabilityand growth,’the
report said.

Nepal seeks climate compensation
from China, US and India for floods

AZMAN USMANI
September 2

NEPAL IS DEMANDING cli-
mate compensation from the
world’s biggest emitters of
greenhouse gases after deadly
floods in the country killed
more than a thousand people
and left even more missing.
China, the US and India
have made “extremely large”
contributions to climate
change and left smaller
nations “enduring the price of
it,” Nepal’s Foreign Minister
Shisir Khanal told KantipurTV.
“Nepal must hold its head
high internationally and turn
thisintoa matter of justice,”he
said in the interview, which
was broadcast earlier this
week.“Wewill raise this matter
explicitly and forcefully on
international platforms.”
Nepal’sdemand for climate
compensation comesahead of
the United Nations’annual cli-
mate summit in November,
where developing nations are
expected to press wealthier,
high-emitting countries for
more funding to cover climate-
related losses and damage.
Nepal’s push adds to a broader
debate over who should bear
the financial cost of disasters

Nepal Army personnel conduct search and rescue operations
outside a tunnel near hydropower project sites, in the flood-

affected Rasuwa district on Wednesday

linked to awarming planet.

“Nepal cannot reduce the
world’s emissions on behalf of
the polluters.It cannot protect
the Himalayas through adap-
tation alone while the world
continues to burn more fossil
fuels,” the Global Campaign to
Demand Climate Justice,a civil
society coalition of 200 inter-
national groups,said ina state-
ment on Tuesday. “And it
should not have to take on
more debt to protect its people
from a crisis overwhelmingly
created elsewhere.”

In the interview, Khanal
said that Nepal has sought

REUTERS

urgent relief from the UN’s
Fund for Responding to Loss
and Damage,set up to helpvul-
nerable countries recover from
climate-related  disasters.
According to local media, offi-
cials said in a letter to the fund
that recovery costs far exceed
domestic resources and that
waiting foritsboard tomeetin
December would be too late.
Representatives for Nepal’s
Ministry of Forests and Envi-
ronment and the UN’s Fund for
Responding to Loss and Dam-
age did not immediately
respond to requests for com-
ment. BLOOMBERG

Death toll
crosses 1,200

THE DEATHTOLL from Nepal’s
flash floods crossed 1,200 on
Wednesday, as rescuers battled
rain and debris to trace those
believed to be trapped in the
tunnels along the course of the
Bhotekoshi river and under-
ground powerhouses.

Prime Minister Balendra
Shah said the disaster’s link to
climate change must be
strongly raised with the inter-
national community. “This
incident shows the increasing
risk the people of the moun-
tain region have to bear with
the occurrence of climate
change. There is a global con-
tribution behind climate
change.And the responsibility
to manage and minimise its
effects also rests on the global
community,” Shah said,
addressing the House of Rep-
resentatives.

According to  Nepal’s
National Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management Author-
ity, the death toll has reached
1,204 evenasrescue operations
were underway, while 4,216
people remain missing.  PTI

BTS’long-awaited India debut in sight

® BookMyShow
set to bring BTS
to India foralive
concert in March
2027, sources say

ANEES HUSSAIN &
VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
Bengaluru/Mumbai,
September 2

FEW EVENTS CARRY the
commercial pull of a BTS con-
cert for India’s burgeoning K-
pop economy. Entertainment
company BookMyShow is set
tobring South Korean group to
India for a live concert in
March 2027, sources familiar
with the plans told FE.

The India leg could be
added to BTS’ARIRANG World
Tour, which began in April
2026 and is scheduled to run
through March 2027, the
sources said. The tour marks
the seven-member band’s
comebackafterallits members
completed mandatory mili-
tary service in South Korea.An
official announcement on the
India date is yet to be made.
BookMyShow did not respond
to an email seeking comment
till press time.

The development comes
after a Google India promo-
tional video in which BTS
members discussed Indiaand
their fans, with Mumbai
specifically mentioned as a
possible destination. The

K-POP TAKES STAGE

B An India concert could be
added to BTS' ARIRANG
World Tour, which spans

79 shows

across 34 cities

m BTS had planned
Mumbai show in 2020,
but it was cancelled
due to the

Covid-19

pandemic

m An official announcement on the India date for a BTS
concert is yet to be made

HEN SANDHYA
DEVANATHAN
joined Meta in
2016, the technol-
ogy industry was
still largely talking about the
promise of digital transformation.A
decade later, she is leaving one of the
world’s biggest consumer technol-
ogy companies to join OpenAl, the
company at the centre of the artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) revolution.The
transition is more than another
high-profile executive move. It
reflects a change in what technology
companies need from their senior
leaders. The next battle in Al will not
be won only by building better mod-
els. It will also be about building
markets, partnerships, regulatory
relationships and ecosystems
around them.

Devanathan seems particularly
suited to that task because she has
spent much of her career doing pre-
cisely that.An engineering graduate
with an MBA from Delhi University’s
Faculty of Management Studies, she
spent more than 15 years in financial
services before moving to Meta. Her
career at Citi and Standard Chartered
gave her experience in retail bank-
ing, payments and digital businesses
before she made the unusual transi-
tion to consumer technology. People
who have worked with her describe
her as an operator who combines
analytical rigour with an ability to
build relationships across businesses
and markets.

Her Meta report card is built
around regional expansion rather
than a single marquee product. After
joining the company in Singapore,
Devanathan worked on building its
businesses in Singapore and Vietnam

2020, she took charge of gaming for
Asia-Pacific, giving her experience of
running a business that had to deal
simultaneously with consumers, cre-
ators, developers and commercial
partners. She subsequently moved to
India to head Meta’s operations and
later took on responsibility for
Southeast Asia as well.

India gave her perhaps the most
important part of that experience.
Under her leadership, Meta contin-
ued to deepen its engagement with

mous scale. OpenAl now brings the
two together,with Al regulation
evolving even as businesses race to
deploy the technology.

The timing of the move is also sig-
nificant for OpenAI’s India strategy.
The company has opened its first
New Delhi office,appointed Prabh-
jeet Singh as managing director for
India and stepped up its engagement
with enterprises, developers and pol-
icymakers.While Devanathan will
not directly run India, her experience

businesses, creators leading Meta’s India and
and developers,while m Southeast Asia opera-
WhatsApp’s role in tions gives her a famil-
business messaging iarity with the region.
became an increas- Thereisalsoa

ingly important part broader shift underway
of the company’s among frontier AI
India strategy. companies. India and Southeast Asia

The experience will be relevant at
OpenAl,which is entering markets
that are considerably more compli-
cated than simply selling an Al chat-
bot.Devanathan’s newly created role
covers Southeast Asia and Australia,
including consumer growth, enter-
prise adoption, partnerships, regula-
tory engagement and operations.
The breadth of the mandate is
revealing. OpenAl does not just need
executives who understand AL It
needs people who can translate the
technologyinto adoption across
businesses and consumers while
managing governments and regula-
tors that are still working out how Al
should be governed.

Her experience in banking may
prove useful here as well. Financial
services taught her to operate in
heavily regulated environments
where technology, consumer behav-
iour and government policy are
closely intertwined. Meta added

were initially important to Al com-
panies because of their large user
bases, developer talent and rapidly
expanding digital economies. They
are now becoming markets that
require dedicated investment,local
partnerships and senior executives
on the ground. The appointment of
country and regional leaders at com-
panies such as OpenAl and
Anthropic suggests that the Al race is
entering its next phase: not just

who can build the best model, but
who can build the strongest ecosys-
tem around it.

For Devanathan, therefore, the
challenge at OpenAI will be very dif-
ferent from running Meta’s India
business, but the underlying job will
be familiar. She will have to persuade
businesses to adopt a new technol-
ogy,work with governments as
rules evolve and build partnerships
that make the platform relevant to
local markets.

video has fuelled excitement
among India’s BTS ARMY, as
the group’s fans are known,
who have waited years to see
the boy band perform live in
the country.

The Mumbaireferenceis sig-
nificant. BTS had previously
planned to performin thecityas
part of its Map of the Soul Tour
in 2020, but the tour was can-
celled after the Covid-19 pan-
demic disrupted international
travel and live entertainment.

An India concert would
revive that unfinished plan for
the group while opening a
major commercial opportu-
nity for the country’s live-
entertainment industry.

BookMyShow’s relation-
ship with HYBE, BTS’ parent
company,hasbeen developing
through several India-focused
initiatives. In March 2026,
BookMyShow was the ticket-
ing and registration partner

for HYBE India’s auditions to
scout talent in the country.
The partnership, however,
should not be confused with
concert ticket sales. Book-
MyShowhashandled ticketing
for BTS’ARIRANG live-viewing
events and cinema re-broad-
casts, allowing Indian fans to
watch broadcasts of the group’s
global performances in the-
atres. It has also been involved
in projects such as Jungkook’s
‘GOLDEN: The Moments’exhi-
bition in Mumbai.
BookMyShow has brought
several major international
music acts to India, including
Coldplay, Ed Sheeran, Guns N’
Roses and Justin Bieber. Cold-
play’sAhmedabad showin Jan-
uary 2025 drew 111,989 peo-
ple, the largest concert
audiencerecorded in the coun-
try. A BTS stadium concert
would potentially be another
major addition to its live-

entertainment portfolio,and
give it access to the group’s
large and highly engaged
Indian fan base. Its upcoming
roster includes Guns N’ Roses
in Bengaluru and Guwahatiin
November, Fred again.. in
Delhi, Mumbai and Bengaluru
in December,and Foo Fighters,
making their India debut, in
January 2027.

The timing is also signifi-
cant for BookMyShow’s live-
eventsbusiness. Last week, pri-
vate-equity firm KKR signed
definitive agreements to
acquire a minority stakein the
company, backing its next
phase of expansion. A large-
format BTS concert would fit
that strategy,given the group’s
global reach and the potential
formarqueeinternational acts
to generate revenue across
ticketing, sponsorship, hospi-
talityand associated consumer
spending, experts said.
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Retired Air
Marshal
Mishrais new
CEO of Ram
temple trust

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Ayodhya, September 2

THE SHRI RAM Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust that over-
sees the managementand oper-
ations of the Ram temple on
Wednesday appointed retired
Air Marshal Jeetendra Mishraas
its first chief executive officer,
former treasurer Govind Dev
Giri as new general secretary
and Mahesh Bhagchandka as
treasurer at a meeting held in
Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh.

Mishra, who headed the
Western Air Command during
Operation Sindoor, was
selected from a shortlist of
three candidates after the
trust’s selection committee
scrutinised 5,585 applica-
tions, trust officials said.

The trust also inducted
Madan Mohan Pandey of Ayo-
dhya, Bhagchandka of Delhi
and Nirmala Yadav of Shiko-
habad as new trustees.

Mishra, who hails from
Deoria district in Uttar
Pradesh, has served in the
Indian Air Force receiving sev-
eral military decorations,
including the Yudh Seva Medal.

The changes in the trust's
administrative structure come
amid allegations of theft of
donations at the Ram temple,
which prompted the trust to
review and strengthen its
financial and administrative
mechanisms.

SHRIST| Regd. Office - Plot No. X - 1, 2 & 3, Block-EP, Sector V, Salt Lake City, Kolkata-700 091
CIN - L6592 2WB 1990PLCD49541: Phone No. : (033) 4020 2020 / 4015 4646
- . o Website: www.shrisbicorp. oom, Emait mvestor relabonsi@shnsiicorp.com

(7 Shristi Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited

INFORMATION REGARDING 36TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

NOTICE w hrlrh}l given that the 36th annual General |'ull;'1'|:|r|pr (CAGMY of the Membert of Shrst Infrastrociure
Development Corparation Limited ("the Company™) will be held through Video Conterencing CVET)/ Other Audio Visual
Means ("OAVM®} on Tuesday, September 29, 2026 at 12.30 PM. [I5T) in compliance with the applicable provisions
of the Companies ACt, 2013 ["the ACL’) and 18 Rules made thereunder and the Securities and Exchange Boasd of India
{Listing Obligations and Disclosure Reguirements) Regulations, 2015, as amended, (the "Listing Regulations™) read with
Ceneral Clroulars Nos. 20/ 2020 dated May 5. 2020, and other Circulan(s) Bswed in this regjard and the lalest being General
Circular No. 372025 dated September 22, 2025, issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs FMCAS

Service of Notice and Annual Report via e-mail:

In compliance with the abovemenbioned Circulars, electranic copies of the Nobice convening the 36th AGM along with
the Explanatory Statement pursuant to the provisions of Section 102 of the Act and the Annual Report for the Financial
Year 2025:26 CAnnual Report™, will be sent within the prescribed time lines by &-mail to all the Members whose
e-mail addretiey are IrF'lrl.Irlr-tI wilh the C ||I1'“||:a-.1|"'||'-'|“.7':1;||.:'.|1|.|r'|.l Parlic ||::-.'.|.h|[1.'l Furiber F:-|.|11.|,.|a.rl-! 1 ﬂq'ﬂ:.ll..'lh-::m AT B of
the Listing Regulations, a letler providing the web-link for accessing the Annual Report, inclugding the exact path, will
be went o thote members who have not rg'p;lu!{'ri'd the e-mal address wath (e Cgmpan}'-l’lrﬁ'lﬂr#r & Share Tramfer
Agent (RTA) Depositories/Depasitory Participants. The Notice of the ALM along with the Annual Report will also be
available on the Company's website at www shristicorp com, the website of the Registrar & Share Transfer Agent, KFin
Technologies Limited ("KFn"), at the web-link hitps.//evoling. kintech.com and can also be accessed on the websites of
the 5tock Exchanges where the Eqguity Shares of the Company arns listed Le, BSE Limited and The Calcutta Stock Exchange
Limited at hitps./ fwww, basindia, com and hitps:/ /www.cse-india.com respectively. The company will also prowide physscal
copies of Notice and the Annuasl Report to thowe shareholders who reguest for the same

Electronic voting and participation at the AGM:

In compliance with {he provisions of Section 108 of the Act, read with Rule 20 of the Companies (Management and
Administration) Rules, 2074 and provisions of Regulation 44 of the Listing Regulations, the Members will have an
apportunity o cast their votes remotely on the businesses as set forth in the Natice of the AGM through remote e-voling
system, Facility for voting through electronic voting system will also be made available at AGM through the e-voling
sernces provided by KRn. Further, the Company has engaged the sernoes ol KRn 1o provide V0 ODAVIM faality for the
AGM. The instructions for joiming the AGM through VC/OAVM and manner of casting vole through remote e-voting
are provided in the Notice of the AGM. The members who will be altending the AGM through VDAV and who have
nol cast thelr vote through remote e-voting can exercise their voling rights at the AGM

The login credentials for casting votes through e-voting shall be made avallable to the members through e-mail. Members
who do not receive e-mail or whose e-mail addresses are not registered with the Company/KFin/Depositones (including
Members holding shares in physical form), may generate login cregentials by following instructions given n Noles 1o
Motice of AGM. Please note that same login credentials are required for participating in the AGM through VC/OAVM
and e-voting on resolutions during the AGM. Members joining the AGM through VC/OAVM shall be counted for the
purpose of rechoning the gueorum under Seclion 103 of the Act

Manner of Registering/updating e-mail addresses:

Members holding shares in physical mode and who have not updated their e-mail addresses with the Company are
requested to update their e-mail addresses by writing to KRn ai einward. risi@xtintech.com or to the Company at
investor relationsi@shristioonp .com along with the copy of the signed request letter mentioning the name, folio no, addres
of the Member, Form I5R 1 (available on the website of the Company), self-atiesied copy of the PAN Card and seif-
attested scanned copy of any document (such as Driving License, Election identity Card, Passport, elc.) as proof of address
of the Member

Members holding shares in demaienalised mode are requestad 1o regiten/update their e-madl addrewses with the relevant
Depository Participants. In case of any queries, Members are reguesiad 1o write {o the ETA ab einward rsi@knniech.com
or lo the Company al investor relationsichristicon com.

This Notice is being issued for the information and benefit of all the Members of the Company in compliance with the
applicable Circulars of MCA and SEBI

Lastly, as part of the inifiative taken by the investor Bducabon and Protechon Fund Authonty (TEPFA), Ministry of Corposate
Affairs vide notice dated March 27, 2026, regarding "Request to initiate second 100 days campaign - “Saksham Niveshak'
for KYC and other related Updations and Sharehaolder Engagement to prevent Transfer of Unpaid/Unclaimed Dividends
to IEPF; the Company do hereby request to all fis shareholders to ensure that their KYC detzils, bank mandzie, contact
information, and other relevant records are updated with the Company or their Depository Parbicpant/Regrstrar and Share
Transter Agent at the earhiest.

Special Window For Transfer And Dematerialization OF Physical Securities

in addition to newspaper publication dated July 17, 2026 and pursuant to SEBI Circular No. HO/38/13711(2)
2026-MIRSD-PODY 173750/ 2026 dated January 30, 2026, all shareholders are hereby informed that a Specal Window
shall be opened for A period of one year, from February 5, 2026 1o February 4, 2027 to facilitate transfer and
dematerialisation of physical securities which were sold/purchased prior to April 01, 20198, The said special window shall
akeo be avaitable for such transfer requests which deficiency in the documents/procesy/or otherwise. Further, the securties
50 transferred shall be mandatorily credited to the transferee only in the demat mode and shall be under lock in period
of one year from the date of registration of transfer. Such securities shall not be transferred/fien marked/pledged during
the said lock in penod

Eligible Investors are requested 1o contact the Companys RTA, within the above mentioned period, at their office KFin
Technodogies Limited, Selemium Tower B, Plot Mo, 31-32, Fnancial District, Manakramguda, Serilingamipally Mandal
Hyderabad - 500 032 or write an email o einward.risi@kfintech.com wilkin sbipulated time.

By order 'of the Board of Direclors

For Shristi Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited

Sdf-

Krishna K Pandey

Place - Kolkata Company Secreiary & Compliance Officer

Date : Seplember 02, 2026

Membership No.: A26053
o0 O

Kolkata
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